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WANNEROO ROAD–JOONDALUP DRIVE INTERCHANGE 
Grievance 

MS S.E. WINTON (Wanneroo) [9.55 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Transport regarding the 
Wanneroo Road–Joondalup Drive interchange. Before I begin, I want to acknowledge the work by the minister 
and her office in liaising with me and my office on this important project in my electorate. As part of our election 
commitments, $146 million, representing three key infrastructure projects, has been delivered in the seat of 
Wanneroo. They are aimed at busting congestion and represent 805 jobs in Wanneroo. Today I grieve to the 
minister about the interchange at Wanneroo Road–Joondalup Drive, which is part of key infrastructure being 
delivered in my area. The City of Wanneroo has specifically requested that an interchange be constructed at the 
intersection of Joondalup Drive and Wanneroo Road. As the representative of residents of Wanneroo in the state 
Parliament, I am proud that this project is becoming a reality, because this government made an election 
commitment to do so and we are delivering on our commitments. We are futureproofing with this project, and 
although it is acknowledged that there has been some reduction in congestion at this intersection, the reality is that 
the enormous and rapid growth in the area will see this intersection again become incredibly congested. In 
constructing this interchange now, we allow Main Roads to undertake the works while traffic conditions at the 
intersection are still manageable. 

Infrastructure like this has the potential to create issues around local roads; there is no question about that. I have 
listened to and met with a large range of stakeholders in order to hear their concerns. As the local member, I have 
been very proactive and involved in the consultation and planning for this project, including attending the technical 
meetings of the engineers for Main Roads and the City of Wanneroo designing this interchange. I have met with 
the principals of St Stephen’s School and Tapping Primary School, the local schools that will be affected. I have 
met with residents associations, retirement villages and business owners, and had conversations with the director 
of infrastructure from the City of Wanneroo. I have doorknocked and I have made myself available to very clearly 
listen to the concerns that infrastructure projects like this create. My consultation has been significant and I have 
heard the concerns of the community. I acknowledge that there has been a petition highlighting those concerns in 
this place and I raise today the major issues that have come to my attention. 

The first one I want to raise relates to Cheriton Drive in Carramar. This has been raised as one of the major concerns 
with me by residents, particularly residents of Carramar. Residents have long lobbied the City of Wanneroo over 
many years for upgrades to this intersection to allow residents to exit their suburb safely and in a timely manner. 
There have been petitions to the council on the Cheriton Drive intersection, and for a long time the previous 
member for Wanneroo and the City of Wanneroo blamed each other, arguing about who should fix it. The fact is 
that it has never been fixed. It is currently an unsafe intersection, with residents finding it difficult to get out of 
Carramar. It has been the site of numerous traffic accidents over the years. We need a roundabout at this 
intersection to provide safer and more reliable access in and out of Carramar. We have an opportunity to fix this 
longstanding problem for the residents of Carramar. I want to point out that this interchange has not created that 
problem, but we have an opportunity to solve it as part of a holistic solution to the congestion on Joondalup Drive. 

A second area I want to highlight this morning relates to access to the Drovers business precinct, particularly the 
Clarkson Avenue intersection. This precinct has historically been difficult for local residents to access. Quite 
frankly, it is a dog’s breakfast for any local who lives up there. There have been longstanding plans for a signalised 
intersection on Clarkson Avenue but no progress has ever been made. Getting in and out is unsafe and 
inconvenient, and, as a result, I do not think this area meets its full potential and local businesses suffer as a result. 
Business owners and customers often talk to me, highlighting the problems and constraints that the poor design of 
that precinct has created. Connected to that is an issue relating to the Clarkson Avenue intersection, and that is the 
access for residents in and out of Tapping. With some of the changes to the local road networks, residents have 
raised concerns about the safe access in and out of Tapping and impacts on local schools and bus routes. These 
concerns are valid and we need to make sure that the interchange improves the local network. I believe that 
providing a signalised treatment at the Clarkson Avenue intersection would provide a solution to those concerns 
expressed to me by residents. This would provide a much safer entry and exit point into Tapping for residents, 
local school users and buses. Again, minister, I highlight that access issues into Drovers Place and the suburb of 
Tapping are not new; they have been ongoing for many years. I believe we now have an opportunity to look at this 
corridor in a holistic way to fix the entire area. 

Finally, from listening to residents, a major concern is safety for pedestrians and cyclists. As this intersection is 
near three schools, commercial precincts and a retirement village, there are a large number of crossings there. The 
residents and I are concerned about the impact the interchange will have on the local path networks. As we are 
trying to encourage more and more people out of cars and to take alternative transport, I want to ensure that 
pedestrians and cyclists are safe and can move freely between the suburbs in their community. 
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I want to conclude my grievance by emphasising that I believe we have a perfect opportunity to address the concerns 
raised by residents and the City of Wanneroo about this interchange. I will continue to be involved with this project 
during the construction phase to ensure that residents’ concerns continue to be heard and represented. We have an 
opportunity to solve some very longstanding local road issues. Residents get fed up, and rightly so, with constant 
roadworks. Here we have an opportunity for a holistic approach to get that road network fixed in its totality and to 
futureproof it for the years to come. I will continue to work collaboratively with the City of Wanneroo and to raise 
and advocate for issues that are important to my residents. I have listened to their concerns and I ask the minister to 
consider the issues I have raised today. 

I need to finally highlight that the City of Wanneroo continues to experience major residential development and 
the population continues to grow by some 8 000 residents a year. The timing of the provision of major regional 
road infrastructure to match the population growth is critical. Providing congestion-busting infrastructure such as 
this interchange will have a huge and significant long-lasting impact on my community. I thank the minister for 
allowing me this grievance. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [10.02 am]: I thank the member for Wanneroo for 
this grievance and I want to say at the outset that her engagement with the local community and in understanding 
the local issues is incredible. She has brought to my attention a number of local issues relating to road safety and 
road congestion concerns that, let us face it, existed before the discussion about this interchange. There are 
longstanding issues at some of the key intersections that, frankly, have not been solved over many, many years. 
I thank the member for Wanneroo for bringing to my notice these issues very early in my role as Minister for 
Transport. I thank her also for her positive engagement with the community through doorknocking, engaging with 
local schools and talking to local groups in a positive way, which means we can get a solution. When a local 
member takes up issues in such a positive way and engages with a government they represent, we can get good 
outcomes, and that is what will be demonstrated today. 

As the member for Wanneroo knows, this project has been long advocated for by the City of Wanneroo. I will not 
go through all the times it has been raised with me but there are many. I think, for years, it has been the number 
one priority put forward by the City of Wanneroo. It is on our agenda not only due to congestion, but also because 
of strong advocacy by the City of Wanneroo or the elected members at the time. The plan for the project is to 
reduce congestion while understanding that this is a growing corridor. As the member for Wanneroo said, while 
there has been some reduction in traffic at that intersection due to the freeway extension, the increase in traffic 
will see any savings made now undone in a number of years. We know this is a growing area not only north–south, 
but particularly east–west where we are seeing all the growth in the east. The state government has committed to 
an interchange at Wanneroo Road and Joondalup Drive. As we said, there is congestion now and that will increase 
into the future, particularly as we see enormous growth east–west. As a result of looking at this intersection, we 
have taken on board the member for Wanneroo’s comments in her advocacy for all the other intersections 
surrounding this proposed interchange at the current intersection. We understand that at the election, for example, 
she took very seriously the traffic build-up and very significant congestion at Cheriton Drive–Joondalup Drive due 
to the growth of the shopping district in that area. None of these issues is new, particularly access to Drovers Place, 
which has been an ongoing issue for years and years. However, as a result of this government undertaking this 
project, the member for Wanneroo is right; we do not want to do this project in isolation from the entire community. 

Let us go through some of the issues the member has outlined. The Joondalup Drive–Cheriton Drive intersection 
has been identified as an area in need of upgrading for a number of years. As a result of the planning work we are 
doing, there is a strong possibility that the roundabout for that intersection will be built to ensure that there is 
access to the local community. Also due to the work we have done, we will include that project in the contract. 
The Wanneroo Road–Clarkson Avenue intersection is the main access into Drovers Place. Because we have looked 
at the project holistically, we will be able to deliver a four-way fully unsignalised intersection. Also due to looking 
at this project holistically, we will enhance the Burns Beach Road roundabout, which crosses two council areas, 
but which affects the entire community. As a result of the member for Wanneroo’s advocacy, as part of this project, 
we can now improve the intersection of Joondalup Drive and Cheriton Drive with a roundabout and have a fully 
signalised intersection to enhance Burns Beach Road. 

The other key issue, of course, is pedestrians. We take pedestrian safety very seriously and, as part of this project, 
a safe-systems assessment was undertaken of the configuration to ensure that it meets state and national road safety 
requirements. Outcomes of the assessment confirmed that pedestrian exposure to traffic will be reduced, as there 
is no interaction with east–west traffic. There will also be refuge islands to break the traffic, so people will not 
have to cross as many lanes of traffic as they would otherwise. As a result of the member for Wanneroo’s advocacy 
in bringing forward these issues—she particularly raised Cheriton Drive during the recent by-election campaign—
we can create a whole solution for the area. I thank her for that work and I will, of course, make a formal 
announcement later today about the work to improve all those intersections. 
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I have seen complete hypocrisy from some other elected members about this project. They like cutting ribbons and 
coming to our sod-turning events, but they do not take responsibility for owning the project. In fact, they tell the 
constituents who come to the office that they do not support it, but then they put how much they support it on 
leaflets they circulate around the suburbs. The member for Wanneroo has been strong and worked with us to get 
outcomes for the community and that is what being a good local member is about. 
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